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Run Red Run
The song, Run Red Run by the Coasters, specifically carries a revolutionary message against racism that had gained momentum in the USA in the 19th century. The song uses a comic style to reveal how the American whites practiced racial segregation and oppression against African Americans. The first line, Oh, Red, went and bought himself a monkey is symbolic. ‘Red’ symbolizes the White American while ‘monkey’ symbolizes the African Americans slaves  who were bought during the slave trade from slave brokers. The writer used complexion in differentiating the whites from the Africans. Through close interactions, the Africans learned the ways of the whites, for instance, drinking beer, playing stud poker, and the use of a gun. By learning the game of poker, the Africans discovered that all along, they have been created and exploited by the Whites; hence they became revolutionary. The song reads, The monkey said, “I’m going to shoot you dead Because I know that well, you been cheating.” The lines reveal that Africans had gained guts to resist oppression that was imposed on them by the whites. The Whiteman wanted to beat the African as usual, but the slave warned him that he would shoot him. The chorus is an advice to the whites to run for their dear lives because Africans have started a new phase of revolution by using the guns of the whites. The lines read, Well, run Red run, because he’s got your gun And he’s aiming it at your head.
In the turn of events, the revolution unexpectedly took center stage, forcing the White Americans to run for their lives. The third stanza begins with a line, Oh, Red jumped up and started to move like a P80-Saber Jet. He zoomed around the corner, and he disappeared. The line reveals that the revolution had gained momentum, forcing the Whites   into a panic while seeking refuge.
The last stanza shows how the revolution became a success because the Africans used the knowledge gained from the whites to fight against the whites themselves. Africans even graduated into robbers who robbed the whites at gunpoint. The lines read, 
Monkey said, “Red, you’ve made a man out of me 
Now I’m going to make a monkey out of you
Give me your car keys, give me your wallet 
Give it to me here, or I’ll shoot.
Through close interactions with the whites, Africans were able to learn useful insights about them. By learning their culture, including how to use a gun and drive a car, the Africans learned that staging a revolution could be successful. They used antics learned from the Whites to make the revolution materialize.
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